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From Gallop quoted by Newsweek: 


The latest survey from Gallup found that a clear majority of registered voters (56 percent) believed they 
were better off now compared to four years ago. 


But when they were asked whether they were better or worse off toward the end of Obama’s first term 
in the White House, only 45 percent told pollsters their situation had improved over the four years 
between 2008 and December 2012. 


Black barbers say what (about not voting in 2016): 


“| don’t feel bad,” Mr. Fleming said, trimming a mustache. “Milwaukee is tired. Both of them (Trump and 
Hillary) were terrible. They never do anything for us anyway.” 


And why Republicans win: 
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As Democrats pick through the wreckage of the campaign, one lesson is clear: The election was 
notable as much for the people who did not show up, as for those who did. Nationally, about half of 
registered voters did not cast ballots. 


And then it gets sad: 


All four barbers had voted for Mr. Obama. But only two could muster the enthusiasm to vote this time. 
And even then, it was a sort of protest. One wrote in Mrs. Clinton’s Democratic opponent, Senator 
Bernie Sanders of Vermont. The other wrote in himself. 


Now look, | rip on blacks regularly. But there is a level at which politicians must offer and deliver to their 
constituents. If not, there is no point in voting. As a non-voter myself, | completely understand why the black 
gentlemen are saying. | have student loan debt, yet politician has offered to erase it. | have no healthcare, 
and no politician has offered it to me free of charge. There are potholes on the main roads around my house, 
yet there is no infrastructure plan. Republicans win because all the alternatives suck. 


Links 


Gallup: https://www.newsweek.com/more-voters-better-off-donald-trump-first-term-obama-bush-1537759 
Archive: https://archive.vn/x9P8T 


Barbers: http://www.nytimes.com/2016/11/21/us/many-in-milwaukee-neighborhood-didnt-vote-and-dont- 
regret-it.html 
Archive: https://archive.vn/giBs7 
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